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FLOOR	  ALERT	  
AB	  744	  -‐	  OPPOSE	  

	  
The	  City	  of	  Encinitas	  opposes	  for	  AB	  744	  by	  Assembly	  Member	  Chau,	  a	  measure	  
related	  to	  parking	  and	  density	  bonus	  law.	  
	  
As	  currently	  drafted,	  AB	  744	  makes	  changes	  to	  existing	  law	  that	  the	  City	  of	  Encinitas	  
strongly	  opposes	  –	  changing	  how	  cities	  determine	  base	  density	  calculations,	  and	  
removing	  local	  control	  over	  decisions	  related	  to	  parking.	  
	  
In	  terms	  of	  base	  density	  calculations,	  the	  City	  strongly	  disagrees	  that	  the	  existing	  
law	  requires	  a	  municipality	  to	  round	  up	  to	  the	  nearest	  whole	  number.	  	  By	  forcing	  a	  
municipality	  to	  round	  up	  effectively	  provides	  a	  bonus	  in	  density	  BEFORE	  the	  actual	  
density	  bonus	  is	  applied.	  	  This	  change	  in	  law	  by	  AB	  744	  is	  being	  categorized	  as	  
clarifying	  existing	  law	  –	  the	  City	  of	  Encinitas	  does	  not	  believe	  this	  is	  the	  case	  and	  
that	  existing	  law	  allows	  for	  a	  municipality	  to	  either	  round	  up	  or	  down	  to	  the	  nearest	  
whole	  number	  for	  a	  base	  density	  allocation.	  
	  
The	  issues	  surrounding	  parking	  requirements	  needs	  to	  be	  a	  decision	  at	  the	  local	  
level,	  where	  regional	  factors	  can	  be	  considered	  that	  directly	  impact	  parking	  
requirements.	  	  By	  removing	  local	  decision	  making	  discretion	  related	  to	  parking,	  
local	  factors	  such	  as	  surrounding	  density,	  existing	  parking,	  and	  mass	  transit	  options	  
can	  not	  be	  effectively	  considered	  in	  the	  decision	  making	  process.	  	  This	  will	  lead	  to	  
projects	  that	  can	  further	  degrade	  quality	  of	  life	  in	  local	  communities.	  	  Circumstances	  
related	  to	  parking	  and	  mass	  transit	  are	  very	  different	  in	  San	  Francisco	  versus	  a	  
community	  such	  as	  Encinitas,	  thus	  necessitating	  the	  ability	  to	  set	  standards	  based	  
on	  local	  conditions.	  
	  
We	  have	  been	  working	  with	  the	  author’s	  office	  regarding	  our	  opposition	  to	  the	  
specific	  language	  in	  the	  bill	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  continuing	  those	  conversations.	  	  In	  
the	  meantime	  we	  remain	  respectfully	  opposed	  to	  AB	  744	  and	  requests	  your	  “no”	  
vote	  on	  this	  measure.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
Jonathan	  Clay	  
Legislative	  Representative,	  City	  of	  Encinitas	  




